Written Assignment 1
Write an essay of 500 to 750 words (with a typical font and spacing this will be between 2 and 3 pages) on the following topic:
What factors led to the development of the motion picture industry? Discuss motion picture industry development in terms of the need for technological innovations and narrative structure. In your answer, be sure to discuss the role that Hollywood has played in American culture through the years.
Develop your argument in your own words, but drawing on specific details from the readings and videos for support. When quoting or paraphrasing, be sure to document and credit your source.
Written Assignment 2
Write an essay of 500 to 750 words (with a typical font and spacing this will be between 2 and 3 pages) on the following topic:
Discuss the ways in which Citizen Kane challenged the traditional narrative and technical elements of classic Hollywood cinema. Give specific examples using appropriate cinematic terminology.
Develop your argument in your own words, but drawing on specific details from the readings and videos for support. When quoting or paraphrasing, be sure to document and credit your source.
Written Assignment 3
Write an essay of 250 to 300 words (with a typical font and spacing this will be between 1 and 1-1/2 pages) on the following topic:
What was the studio system? How was it organized in the golden age, and what factors contributed to its decline?
Develop your argument in your own words, but drawing on specific details from the readings and videos for support. When quoting or paraphrasing, be sure to document and credit your source.
Written Assignment 4
Write an essay of 500 to 750 words (with a typical font and spacing this will be between 2 and 3 pages) on the following topic:
How did the Paramount decision and the Hollywood blacklist alter the direction of the filmmaking business in America? Use specific examples to compare the cause and effect relationship of each event.
Develop your argument in your own words, but drawing on specific details from the readings and videos for support. When quoting or paraphrasing, be sure to document and credit your source.
Written Assignment 5
Write an essay of 500 to 750 words (with a typical font and spacing this will be between 2 and 3 pages) on the following topic:
How did the invention of television affect filmmaking in America? What specific elements were employed by the film industry to bring the audience back to the movie theater? In addition, how did the Production Code change during this time period? Be sure to discuss how American cultural and social tensions were reflected in films of this time.
Develop your argument in your own words, but drawing on specific details from the readings and videos for support. When quoting or paraphrasing, be sure to document and credit your source.

Written Assignment 6
Write an essay of 500 to 750 words (with a typical font and spacing this will be between 2 and 3 pages) on the following topic:
Describe the coexistence of blockbuster and independent films in America. Select one specific genre and describe the similarities and differences in its portrayal by each approach.
Develop your argument in your own words, but drawing on specific details from the readings and videos for support. When quoting or paraphrasing, be sure to document and credit your source.

Written Assignment 7
Write an essay of 500 to 750 words (with a typical font and spacing this will be between 2 and 3 pages) on the following topic:
How, typically, is a movie financed, and why are today’s movies so expensive to make? How are movies marketed and distributed? Have these aspects changed between the studio and independent systems?
Develop your argument in your own words, but drawing on specific details from the readings and videos for support. When quoting or paraphrasing, be sure to document and credit your source.
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Written Assignment 8
Write an essay of 250 to 300 words (with a typical font and spacing this will be between 1 and 2 pages) on the following topic:
How does sound call our attention to both the spatial and temporal dimensions of a scene? Be sure to provide examples.
Develop your argument in your own words, but drawing on specific details from the readings and videos for support. When quoting or paraphrasing, be sure to document and credit your source.
Written Assignment 9
Write an essay of 500 to 750 words (with a typical font and spacing this will be between 2 and 3 pages) on the following topic:
Choose one or more films that you have viewed in a screening for this course or in your personal viewing. Discuss the interplay between the film and American cultural and social tensions of the time when the movie was made.
Develop your argument in your own words, but drawing on specific details from the readings and videos for support. When quoting or paraphrasing, be sure to document and credit your source.

